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Broadly speaking, whenever a thinker in any field treats the this-worldly welfare of human beings as
paramount, she or he treads on Humanist ground. For Humanism the central concern is always the happiness
of peoplein this existence, notin some fanciful never-never land beyond the grave; a happiness worthwhile as
an end in itself and not subordinate to or dependent on a Supreme Deity, an invisible King, ruling over the
earth and the infinite cosmos. From the Humanist viewpoint, supernatural religion and that major portion of
philosophywhich has functioned as its handmaiden have made people central in a perverse and exaggerated
way, reading purely human traifs into the universe at large. Thus most of the religions and religious
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